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Vision Zero Cities 



Double Down on 
What Works

Accelerate Advanced 
Technology

Prioritize Safe 
Systems

Safety in All Policies
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Source: CityLab, 11/2019

1. Status of Vision Zero in U.S.   

Traffic Fatalities, 2012-2018
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Deaths & Population Rates, 1913-2018
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Source: Governors Highway Safety Association



1. Status of Vision Zero in U.S. 



Not all Communities’ Safety 
is Treated Equitably
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Safe Systems,
not traffic stops
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2. How is SF Measuring Up?

Road to Vision Zero

Traditional Approach Vision Zero

Most U.S.
Cities

Vision Zero 
Cities

SF



2. How is SF Measuring Up?

New York City, 2013 to 2019: 
Traffic Deaths Down 26%
 Pedestrian Deaths Down 33%



New York City 2. How is SF Measuring Up?



New York City
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Brussels

London

2. How is SF Measuring Up?

Paris

“Responses to 
COVID-19 have 
shown potential for 
systemic changes to 
the mobility sector.”
- The Global Foresight Project on 
Transforming  Mobility by Mid-
Century



Bogota

2. How is SF Measuring Up?

“We want a city with more public 
space for children than for motor 
vehicles; a high population density 
and relatively short travel 
distances; people in public spaces; 
autonomy and freedom of 
movement for the children and the 
elderly…”
- Master Plan for Bogota

Mexico City
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Lesson 1: Trust the Science: Our bodies 
can only withstand so much in a crash
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Lesson 2: Do What Works
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Source: National Assoc. of City 
Transportation Officials (NACTO)



Driving too fast is an
epidemic which not only 
causes crashes but leads 
to more serious injuries 
and deaths....

Furthermore, drivers who 
drive too fast cannot bear 
the full blame. This is 
because that's how 
engineers, planners and 
city leaders here and in 
other cities have designed 
roads for decades — we 
invite people to drive too 
fast.

- Rick Kriseman, 
Mayor

St. Petersburg, 
Florida 
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The Global Foresight Project on Transforming 
Mobility by Mid-Century

Source: https://www.t4under2.org/

“We cannot pursue 
change in 
engineering, in policy, 
and in social norms 
separately…”

“A recurring and 
dangerous distraction 
is that the transport 
transition is expensive. 
In absolute terms, it is 
expensive, but it is 
actually vastly cheaper 
than the prodigious 
efforts to perpetuate 
unsustainable 
mobility.”

“The main thing is to get 
people out of the car, not 
just out of the driving 
seat.”

“The most sustainable 
and inclusive modes 
are the easiest and the 
cheapest to 
accommodate”
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Road to Vision Zero

Traditional Approach Vision Zero

Most U.S.
Cities

Vision Zero 
Cities TRANSFORMATIVE CHANGE

 Fewer motor vehicles
 Slower Speeds
 Less conflict between road users

SF
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