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**PRESS RELEASE** 
SFMTA and San Francisco Beautiful Kick-Off Muni Art 2020 
Supervisor Sandra Fewer to host press conference at City Hall  

 
San Francisco—The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) and San 
Francisco Beautiful (SFB) announce the kick-off of the 2020 Muni Art Project. This year’s 
exciting event will take place on January 9, 2020 at 10:30 am on the Polk Street steps 
of San Francisco’s City Hall.   
 
“This incredible project works to cultivate local artists for the benefit of thousands of 
public transit riders each year,” said Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer. “It’s an honor to 
host this kick-off for the third year in a row. In fact, I still have last year’s Muni Art on 
display in my office!” 
 

The 2020 theme, “Hidden Gems of San Francisco” is the fifth year that the SFMTA, San 
Francisco Beautiful and The Poetry Society of America (sponsors of Poetry in Motion ®) 
have collaborated to bring art and poetry to Muni commuters.  
 
“Muni is the one place in the City where everyone comes together, so our buses are 
also the best possible art gallery,” said SFMTA Director of Transportation, Jeffrey 
Tumlin. “Art elevates people and changes their perspective. Transit connects people. 
Art and transit are perfect partners.” 
 
Begun in 2015, Muni Art is the only public art project that exclusively features San 
Francisco artists and poets. The artists’ original work and five poems selected by the 
Poetry Society of America, is presented on 100 Muni buses throughout San Francisco 
from January through April, 2020. Over 750,000 Muni riders will experience Muni Art 2020! 
 
A Muni bus with a selection of this years’ art will be on site at the event for the press and 
public to tour. 

 



The 2020 Muni artists are: 
Wendy Ackrell 
Shannon Bodrogi 
Vanessa Fajardo 
Skooter Fein 
Jocelyn Li Langrand 
 
 
The 2020 Muni poets and poems are: 
Iris Jamahl Dunkle 
Randall Mann 
Melissa Stein 
Tess Taylor 
Mathew Zapruder 
 
In addition to the poet panels, each artist also has three panels to freely use reflecting the  
theme for a total of eight original works that will line both interiror display sides of the 
buses and conform to the specifications of Muni display space. In addition, each artist will 
be awarded $1,000 at the press conference.  The poets will be on hand to read the chosen 
poems as will Matt Brogan the recently announced new executive director of the Poetry 
Society of America.  

“San Francisco Beautiful is so grateful to the SFMTA and the Poetry Sociaty of America 
for making Muni Art 2020 possible,” said Darcy Brown, executive director of San 
Francisco Beautiful. “This project is the definition of real public art; not a destination but 
a delightful daily encounter.” 

This year, the Muni Art Project is funded by members of San Francisco Beautiful, AT&T 
and UpCal Entertainment.  
 

For more details on the winners of the Muni Art Project, please visit 

www.sfbeautiful.org/muniart. Examples of each artists’ work can be found at the SFMTA 

Muni Art webpage sfmta.com/muniart. 

 
### 

 
SFMTA  
Contact:  
 
Established by voter proposition in 1999, the SFMTA, a department of the City and County of San Francisco, oversees 
the Municipal Railway (Muni), parking and traffic, bicycling, walking and taxis. With five modes of transit, Muni has 
approximately 700,000 passenger boardings each day. Over 1 million people get around this city each day and rely on 
the SFMTA to ensure safe and reliable travel by transit, walking, bicycling, taxi and driving. 
 



311 Free language assistance / 免費語言協助 / Ayuda gratis con el idioma / Бесплатная помощь переводчиков / 

Trợ giúp Thông dịch Miễn phí / Assistance linguistique gratuite / 無料の言語支援 / 무료 언어 지원 / Libreng tulong para 

sa wikang Tagalog / การช่วยเหลอืทางด้านภาษาโดยไม่เสยีค่าใช้จ่าย / الرقم على المجاني المساعدة خط  

 
 
San Francisco Beautiful  
Contact: Darcy Brown 
415-307-7707 
darcy@sfbeautiful.org 
 
About San Francisco Beautiful 
Founded in 1947 to save the iconic cable cars, San Francisco Beautiful is the only organization that continues to 

protect the unique neighborhood character, civic beauty and liveability of San Francisco. www.sfbeautiful.org  
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